A  Stand  Against  Blockades  il/ 

Last  December,  when  the  West  loaned  $56  million  to  the  United 
Arab  Republic  to  widen  and  deepen  the  Suez  Canal,  there  was  wide¬ 
spread  criticism  in  the  nation’s  press  and  on  Capitol  Hill  because 
President  Nasser  has  been  seizing  cargoes  bound  to  and  from  Israel. 
At  the  very  moment  the  loan  was  granted,  two  ships — one  Danish 
and  the  other  Greek — ^were  in  detention  at  Port  Said.  And  Presi¬ 
dent  Nasser  has  given  no  sign  that  he  intends  to  abandon  piracy  as 
national  policy. 

The  failure  of  the  UN  and  the  United  States  to  persuade  the 
UAR  to  comply  with  UN  Charter  and  decisions  has  given  rise  to  a 
sense  of  frustration,  especially  on  Capitol  Hill  where  many  believe 
that  a  more  vigorous  policy  is  need^  to  uphold  the  right  of  all 
nations  to  send  their  ships  and  cargoes  through  this  all-important 
international  waterway. 

Accordingly,  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Morgan  (D-Pa.),  has  approved 
an  amendment  to  the  Mutual  Security  Act  which  opi>oses  assisting 
nations  which  wage  economic  warfare,  such  as  boycotts,  blockades 
and  the  restriction  of  the  use  of  interaational  waterways,  against 
other  nations  assisted  under  the  Mutual  Security  Act  The  pro¬ 
posal — an  amendment  to  the  preamble  of  tiie  Mutual  Security  Act 
of  1954 — was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  19  to  3  on  the  first  day  the  Com¬ 
mittee  began  “nuurking  up”  the  1961  mutual  security  authorization. 

The  text  of  the  amendment  reads  as  follows: 

"(f)  It  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  inssmoch  as — 

"(1)  the  United  States  favors  freedom  of  navigation  in  international 
waterways  and  economic  cooperation  between  nations;  and 
"(2)  the  purpoees  of  this  Art  are  negated  and  the  peace  of  the  world 
is  endangered  when  nations  which  receive  assistance  under  this  Art 
wage  economic  warfare  against  other  nations  assisted  under  this  Art, 
including  such  procedures  as  boycotts,  blockades,  and  the  restriction  of 
Uie  use  of  intematitHtal  waterways; 

"assistance  under  this  Art  and  the  Agricultural  Trade  Development  and 
Assistance  Art  of  1964,  as  amended,  shall  be  administered  to  give  effect 
to  these  principles,  and,  in  all  negotiatioas  between  tiie  United  States  and 
any  foreign  state  arising  as  a  result  of  funds  appropriated  under  this  Art 
or  arising  under  the  Agricultural  Trade  Devdopment  and  Assistance  Art 
of  1964,  as  amended,  th^  principles  shall  be  applied,  as  die  President  may 
determine,  and  he  shall  report  on  measures  taken  Iqr  the  administration  to 
insure  their  application.’* 

The  amendment  applies  not  only  to  the  Mutual  Security  Act 
but  to  the  Agricultural  Trade  Development  and  Assistance  Act,  inas¬ 
much  as  Arab  nations  which  have  b^  allocated  large  shipments  of 
surplus  conunodities  are  blacklisting  American  shippers  who  trade 
with  Israel. 

The  amendment  is  not  a  sweeping  or  categorical  ban  on  assist¬ 
ance.  The  President  is  given  final  discretion,  refiecting  the  fact 
that  the  executive  branch,  not  Congress,  is  responsible  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  our  foreign  policy.  Thus,  if  the  President  is  convinced  that 
we  should  still  pour  millions  in  surplus  foods  and  loans  into  the  UAR 
despite  the  Suez  blockade,  he  may  still  do  so,  but  the  amendment 
requires  him  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  measures  taken  by  the 
Administration  to  insure  the  application  of  the  principles  it  pro¬ 
claims. 

If  the  President  wants  to  stiffen  America’s  policy  on  boycotts 
and  blockades,  the  amendment  will  provide  him  with  a  declaration 
of  policy  whi<^  will  make  it  clear  that  the  American  people  reject 
ecmtinuing  lawlessness  and  war  in  the  Near  Ekmt 
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Damming  Beth  Imis.  A  new  conflict 
— this  one  over  precious  water — may 
be  looming  in  the  struggle  between 
Iraq  and  the  United  Arab  Republic  and 
the  Russians  seem  to  be  playing  both 
sides  of  the  stream. 

The  historic  Euphrates  River  flows 
from  Syria  down  to  Iraq.  Any  com¬ 
prehensive  irrigation  program  by  Syria 
could  hamper  Iraq’s  water  plans.  The 
Soviet  Union  is  (mering  Sym  financial 
aid  in  the  building  of  a  major  dam 
project  on  the  Euphrates.  Plans  are 
still  very  vague,  but  diplmnats  are 
watching  for  repercussions.  Iraq  is 

{ilainly  alarmed.  Premier  Kassem  of 
raq  reacted  sharply  on  Mar.  7. 

He  said:  "We  win  art  cede  an 
inch  of  the  land  or  the  waters  of 
oar  beloved  homeland.  We  wUl  not 
permit  anyone  to  encroach  npon 
oar  historic  and  stable  right  to  the 
Enphratea." 

Paradoxically,  Iraq  reported  on  Mar. 
16  that  Soviet  organizatimis  were  mak¬ 
ing  extensive  plam  and  surveys  for  the 
construction  of  a  $56  million  reservoir 
on  the  Euphrates  River  in  Iraqi  terri¬ 
tory.  The  boldness  of  the  Soviet  offer 
to  help  both  countries  employ  the 
Euphrates  waters  suggests  that  Russia 
doesn’t  choose  between  two  countries; 
she  chooses  both.  And  in  this  instance, 
she  hopes  to  use  Iraq  for  pressure 
against  Iran  and  the  UAR  to  carry  her 
banner  in  Africa. 

The  UAR  continues  to  receive  aid 
from  both  Moscow  and  Washington. 
Cairo  disclosed  on  Mar.  23,  that  a  So¬ 
viet  mission  is  preparing  to  advance 
$87  million  to  assist  industrial,  mining 
and  railway  installations  in  Syria.  Two 
days  later,  it  was  announced  in  Cairo 
that  the  United  States  had  allocated  an 
additional  $15  million  in  surplus  foods 
for  the  UAR,  and  had  also  agreed  to 
lend  the  UAR  $32  millkm  in  Egyptian 
pounds  for  economic  develq;>ment — 
counterpart  funds  generated  by  pre¬ 
vious  sales  of  U.  S.  surplus  foo(^ 

(Continued  on  page  84) 
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A  StaftniMit  of  Policy. 

The  time  has  come  for  a  new  and 
vigorous  initiative  to  secure  economic 
devdopment,  metical  stability  and 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  Growing 
mtemadonal  opinimi  summons  all  na¬ 
tions  to  seek  understanding  and  co¬ 
operation. 

Peoples  everywhere  pray  that  at  the 
forthcoming  summit  conference  the 
Great  Powers  will  succeed  in  reducing 
tensioos  and  achieving  international 
cooperation  everywhere. 

Tho  Basic  Problem. 

We  favor  the  Mataal  Seenrity 
Program  as  an  indispensable  con¬ 
dition  to  the  security  of  America 
and  the  defense  of  freedom  every¬ 
where. 

The  major  problem  in  most  Middle 
East  countries  is  poverty — the  failure 
to  put  people,  land  and  water  to  work. 
Tensions  arise  from  economic  instability 
and  political  immaturity  which  make 
the  region  vulnerable  to  internal  con¬ 
flicts  and  subversion  from  without  To 
meet  this  threat  this  Committee  con¬ 
tinues  to  favor  both  economic  assistance 
to  raise  living  standards  and  adherence 
to  the  United  States  positimi  which  re¬ 
gards  “the  preservation  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  and  integrity  of  the  tuUions 
of  the  Middle  East”  as  “vital  to  the  na¬ 
tional  interest  and  world  peace.”  (Re¬ 
solution  of  Congress,  March  9,  1957) 
Thus  we  favor  economic  aid  to  the 
Arab  peoples;  we  stress  economic  as¬ 
sistance  to  raise  living  standards  rather 
than  arms  for  external  adventure. 

We  favor  continuing  economic  as¬ 
sistance  to  Israel.  American  ecoiKMnic 
aid  to  Israel  has  been  used  wisely  and 
wen.  Israel  has  made  dynamic  progress 
and  has  become  a  showcase  testifying 
to  other  new  nations  that  a  democracy 
ririiich  preserves  free  institudons  does 
more  than  any  other  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  help  Its  people.  With  Ameri¬ 
can  co(^)eradon,  Israel  is  strengthening 
the  cause  of  freedom. 

Tha  Factors  lor  Tonsion. 

-Three  factors  aggravate  tensions  in 
the  Middle  East: 
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1.  UARVp^wident^N asser— «•- 


NOW  inmaiivi-^ 

-  not  be  recCScliSwith  their  massive 


maiiM  undeterred  in  his  drive  for 
power  in  tte  Middle  East  and 
Africa  and  persists  in  his  siege  of 
other  ludons  in  the  region. 

2.  The  Arab  states  are  em¬ 
boldened  by  lavish  aid  from  the 
Soviet  bloc.  Approximately  40 
percent  of  all  Soviet  aid  to  non- 
Communist  countries  has  gone  to 
the  UAR,  Iraq  and  Yemen  since 
19SS,  and  Soviet  arms  shipments 
to  these  states  have  totaled  a  pub¬ 
lished  $580  million. 

3.  The  Arab  states  have  been 
encouraged  by  the  failure  (rf  the 
UN  and  the  United  States  to  curb 
boycott  and  blockade. 

American  Policy. 

United  States  policy  on  these  is¬ 
sues  has  often  been  stated.  But  a 
statement  of  policy  is  not  self- 
executing.  What  is  needed  is  the 
vigOTous  implementation  of  an¬ 
nounced  policies  and  a  positive  ini¬ 
tiative  to  reverse  the  dangerous 
drift  towards  war. 

1.  Aggression 

Our  Government,  in  a  joint  state¬ 
ment  with  England  and  France,  has 
declared  “unalterable  opposition  to  the 
use  or  threat  of  force  between  any  of 
the  stated’  in  the  Middle  East  and  its 
imdertaking  to  “take  action  both  within 
and  outside  the  United  Nations^'  to 
prevent  any  “attempt  to  violate  frontiers 
or  armistice  Une.”  (May  25,  1950) 
The  United  States,  “in  accordance 
with  its  responsibilities  under  the  Char¬ 
ter  of  the  United  Nations,  will  observe 
its  commitments  within  constitutional 
means  to  oppose  any  aggression  in  the 
area.  .  .  .  The  United  States  is  likewise 
determined  to  support  and  assist  any 
nation  which  might  be  subjected  to  such 
aggression.”  (The  White  House,  April 
9,  1956) 

Neither  of  these  statements  has  been 
rescinded  or  set  aside. 

2.  Soviet  Amu  Shipments 

We  fully  share  worldwide  sentiment 
which  favors  disarmament,  adequately 
enforced  and  supervised.  Soviet  pro¬ 
testations  advocating  disarmament  can- 


export  to  the  Middle  East  of  weapons 
of  great  striking  power.  The  time  has 
come  to  call  upon  the  Soviet  Union 
to  end  this  dangerous  traffic  with  Arab 
states  and  enable  the  peoples  of  the 
region  to  concentrate  their  resources 
and  energies  in  productive  pursuits  in¬ 
stead  of  wasteful  preparations  for  war. 

While  we  have  always  opposed  an 
arms  race,  we  recognize,  as  has  our 
Government,  that  “widespread  dis¬ 
crepancies  in  armed  strength  would 
be  likely  to  create  tension.”  (Secretary 
of  State  Dulles,  May  8,  1956)  The 
West  must  take  effective  measures  to 
prevent  an  arms  imbalance  in  the 
region  and  to  ensure  that  the  Arab 
states  are  not  permitted  to  gain  a 
disastrous  military  superiority  which 
would  te^t  them  to  renew  their  ag¬ 
gression.  The  Arab  states  are  not  likely 
to  make  peace  with  an  Israel  they  be¬ 
lieve  they  can  destroy. 

S.  a)  Blockade* 

Egypt’s  discriminatory  practice  of 
imp^injg  navigation  throu^  the  Suez 
Canal  is  a  gla^g  example  of  tl^ 
failure  of  the  United  Nations  to  enforce 
its  Charter  and  its  decisions. 

Our  Government  has  always  exposed 
the  Egyptian  doctrine  that  it  is  entitled 
to  blockade  the  Suez  Canal  on  the  al¬ 
leged  ground  that  it  is  at  war  with 
Israel.  (UN  Security  Council  Resolu¬ 
tion,  September  1,  1951,  and  UN  Se¬ 
curity  Council  debate,  January  4, 
1955)  This  position  was  reaffirmed  by 
President  Eisenhower  (February  20, 
1957)  and  by  Secretary  of  State 
Herter  (UN  General  Assembly  debate, 
September  17,  1959). 

Moreover,  the  United  States  firmly 
upheld  Israel’s  right  to  maintain  free¬ 
dom  of  shipping  through  the  Straits  of 
Tiran,  and  at  Uie  Geneva  Conference 
on  the  Law  the  Sea  in  April  1958, 
the  U.S.  delegation  worked  successfully 
to  preserve  the  international  character 
of  that  waterway  which  provides  Israel 
with  an  outlet  for  its  trade  with  Asia 
and  Africa. 

Onr  Govemmeat  and  the  United 
Nations  most  intensify  their  efforts 
to  open  the  Sues  Canal  to  the 


Nasser. 


told  American  joumalista  on  Mar,  20  that  laraelu  were  ** forcing  peace**: 


**There  has  always  been  a  barrier 
constantly  preventing  the  establishment 
of  better  relations  between  our  coun¬ 
tries.  The  barrier  is  your  support  of 
Israel  against  the  Arab  countnes. 

‘*We  are  now  facing  what  the  Israeli 
rulen  call  the  policy  of  forcing  peace. 
What  does  formng  peace  mean?  It  ob¬ 
viously  means  war.’^ 

Charging  an  Israel  campa^  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  West  that  Israd  is  exposed 
to  a  military  threat  by  the  UAR,  Nasser 


said  that  if  Western  capitals  provide 
Israel  with  more  arms,  “This  will  de¬ 
finitely  result  in  our  obtaining  more 
arms,  tanks  and  planes,  too.” 
[Newsweek  Magazine,  in  its  Apr.  4 
issue  reported  that  Nasser’s  deputy  for¬ 
eign  mmister,  Hussein  Sabry,  recently 
promised  Cuba  help  in  case  <k  “Yankee 
aggression.”  According  to  Newsweek, 
Sabry  said:  “We  have  lots  oi  arms  and 
anununition,  some  we  no  longer  need, 
we  are  ready  to  ship  them  to  you  free.”] 


Newsweek  has  been  banned  from  the 
UAR  because,  Nasser  said,  it  had  fabri¬ 
cated  a  rq)ort  that  Hanunarskjold  had 
addressed  Nasser  sharjrfy  and  “raised 
his  voice  against  himr— an  attempt  to 
derogate  the  dignity  of  our  peop^” 

Th*  Sums  CoimIT  “We  still  maintain 
the  opinion  that  the  ban  of  Israeli 
goods  and  ships  is  part  of  the  Palestine 
problem  and  has  no  connection  with 
freedom  of  navigation.” 
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A  Mtatemeni  on  American  Middie  East  policy  wa*  issued  at  the  national  conference 
of -the  American  Israel  PuhUc  Affairs  Committee  in  Wtuhington  March  26-27,  The 
text  is  printed  h^ow. 


■hipping  of  all  nations  without 
diacriminstion. 

b)  Boycott 

Another  factor  for  tension  is  the 
Arab  boycott  of  Israel  and  those  who 
trade  with  her.  The  Department  of 
State  has  stated  that:  “We  do  not  rec¬ 
ognize  or  condone  {the  boycott)  and 
hove  protested  to  the  Arab  governments 
their  discriminatory  practices  which  af¬ 
fect  United  States  firms  and  citizens. 
This  Government  arid  its  representatives 
abroad  will  continue  to  emphasize  to  the 
Arab  governments,  as  occasion  permits, 
that  there  should  be  no  discrimiruttion 
against  American  firms  because  they 
carry  on  business  relations  with  Israel.” 
{Assistant  Secretary  of  State  William 
B.  Macomber,  Jr.,  January  9,  1959) 
Despite  these  declarations,  the  Arab 
boycott  is  pursued  with  even  greater 
intensity.  More  and  more  American 
citizens  and  firms  have  been  discrimi- 
nated  a^nst  and  blacklisted.  UN  au¬ 
thority  is  flouted,  and  even  the  U-S. 
Navy  regrettably  took  fmrmal  and  of¬ 
ficial  note  of  the  Arab  boycott  in  its 
invitations  to  bidders — a  procedure 
which  evoked  wide  protests  and  brought 
about  government^  reconsideration. 

We  note  with  appreciation  the  strong 
stand  taken  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Mutual  Security 
Appropriations  Act  in  1959,  which  dt- 
clared  Congressional  (^position  to  dis¬ 
crimination  by  recipients  of  American 
aid  against  Americans  on  grounds  of 
race  or  religion. 

We  favor  the  auMidnient  to  the 
Matnal  Security  Act  now  pending 
before  the  Congreaa,  reeArming 
America’s  traditional  support  for 
freedom  of  the  seas  and  its  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  extension  of  aid  where 
such  assistance  is  used  by  one 
country  to  boycott  and  blockade 
another  recipient  of  our  aid. 

The  Arab  Refugees. 

By  the  end  of  Worid  War  U,  the 
world  was  confronted  with  the  stagger¬ 
ing  problem  of  mass  homelessness. 
There  were  40  million  refugees.  More 
than  half  have  been  integrated — in 


every  case  by  resettlement,  never  by 
repatriation.  But  little  progress  has  been 
made  to  solve  the  Arab  refugee  prob¬ 
lem.  It  is  a  deplorable  and  tragic  waste 
of  human  life.  Proposals  that  Israel 
agree  to  the  return  of  the  refugees  are 
unrealistic.  Such  proposals  c^  upon 
Israel  to  adopt  a  suicidal  gestiure  in¬ 
compatible  with  her  own  security  and 
survival.  They  postpone  any  construc¬ 
tive  progress  toward  resettlement 

The  Arab  refugees  remain  prisoners 
of  Arab  leaders  who  exploit  them  as 
pawns  both  in  their  conflicts  with  Israel 
and  with  each  other.  The  best  hope  for 
the  Arab  refugees  is  integration  by  re¬ 
settlement  in  Arab  lands  where  there  is 
room  and  (^portunity  for  them  in  their 
own  culture  and  environment  Israel, 
which  already  has  more  than  220,000 
Arabs  within  its  borders,  has  c^er^  to 
compensate  the  Arab  refugees  for  their 
abandoned  property,  and  our  Govern¬ 
ment  has  ottered  to  assist  Israel  to  do 
so.  {Secretary  of  State  Dulles,  August 
26,  1955)  Any  such  resettlement  pro¬ 
grams  w^  depend  largely  on  the  eco¬ 
nomic  development  of  the  Middle  East 
as  a  whole,  as  UN  Secretary  General 
Hammarskjold’s  report  has  stated.  (June 
15,  1959) 

The  Arab-lsrael  Conflict. 

The  major  obstacle  to  an  Arab-lsrael 
peace  is  the  continuing  refusal  of  the 
Arab  states  to  recognize  Israel  and  the 
reality  of  her  existence.  In  contraven¬ 
tion  of  the  UN  armistice  and  the  UN 
Charter,  they  illegally  proclaim  them¬ 
selves  to  be  in  a  state  of  war  with 
Israel.  The  expansionist  United  Arab 
Republic  has  sought  dmnination  over 
the  Arab  world  by  intensifying  the  war 
against  Israel  and  by  challenging  other 
Arab  governments  to  match  its  reckless 
adventure. 

Our  Government  aided  the  ten  Arab 
states  and  the  State  of  Israel  to  win 
and  preserve  their  independence  and 
sovereignty  and  has  helped  strengthen 
their  economies.  Our  Government  has 
also  declared  that  “the  preservation  of 
the  State  of  Israel  is  one  of  the  essen¬ 
tial  goals  of  Uruted  States  foreign 


Uuhed  out  at  President  Nasser  on  Mar.  16.  The 


“Our  peat  problem  is  the  problem 
of  Palestine.  The  resttnetion  of  our 
rights  cannot  be  achieved  through  radio 
ai^  propaganda  campaigns  without  any 
work  aind  planni^.  Palestine  needs 
efforts  and  not  buffoonery.  All  of  you 
bear  radio  broadcasts,  speeches,  ac¬ 
cusations  and  lies.  It  is  in  this  atmos¬ 
phere  that  Ganud  Nasser,  the  hero  of 
Arab  nationalism,  the  saviour  of  Ara^ 
ism  and  the  successor  of  Saladin,  as 
he  and  his  followers  claim,  at  one 


time  puts  this  country  in  the  vanguard 
of  the  free  Arab  caravan  .  .  .  while  at 
other  times  he  makes  us  traitors. 

“It  would  be  mme  correct  if  we 
were  acting  and  organizing  instead  of 
accusing  and  creating  this  po^nous 
atmosphere  in  which  we  are  living.’* 

Replying  to  those  who  challenge 
Jordan’s  right  to  be  occupying  the  Ar^ 
part  of  P^estine,  Hussein  proposed  a 
plebiscite  of  the  Arab  Palestinians. 


policy."  {Secretary  of  State  Dulles, 
February  25,  1956) 

The  United  States  and  othw 
Western  govenuaents  cannot  tolec- 
ate  postnres  of  bclliference,  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  UN  Charter  and  a 
continaing  threat  to  the  peace. 

The  objectives  and  policies  of  the 
United  States  qualify  our  Government 
to  assume  leadership  in  achieving  an 
Arab-lsrael  peace.  There  is  no  alter¬ 
native  to  direct  face-to-face  talkii  be¬ 
tween  the  leaders  of  Israel  and  the 
leaders  of  the  Arab  governments. 

We  urge  our  (sovemment  to 
undertake  a  new  hutiative  to  bring 
Israel  and  the  Arab  states  to  the 
peace  table 

In  Summary. 

To  achieve  peace  in  the  Middle  East, 
we  urge: 

1.  Continued  US.  econortuc  as¬ 
sistance  to  Israel  and  the  Arab 
Peebles  to  raise  living  standards. 

2.  Full  adherence  to  the  US. 
policy  to  preserve  “the  indeperui- 
ence  arui  integrity  of  the  nations 
of  the  Middle  East.” 

3.  Efforts  to  halt  Soviet  arms 
shipments  to  the  Middle  East  and 
to  prevent  an  arms  imbalance  in 
that  region. 

4.  No  compromise  with  boycott, 
blockade  and  other  warlike  acts. 

5.  Resettlement  of  the  Arab  re¬ 
fugees  in  Arab  countries,  with 
compensation  from  Israel  for  their 
abai^oned  property. 

6.  A  US.  initiative  to  promote 
direct  negotiations  between  Israel 
and  the  Arab  states. 

Peace  can  be  won  in  the  Middle 
East  when  the  Arabs  finally  recognize 
that  the  American  people  stand  firmly 
against  aggression  and  are  committed 
to  a  program  which  stimulates  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  development  and 
which  preserves  individual  liberty  and 
national  freedom.  This  will  require  a 
tenacious  adherence  to  declared  prin¬ 
ciple  and  its  consistent  and  forceful 
implementatitML 


Jordanian  king  told  his  army: 

Cairo  Postscript:  Three  after 
Nasser  talked  softly  to  American  four- 
rudists,  the  Afro-Asian  People’s  SoU- 
.  darity  CouncU,  a  Commurust  propa¬ 
ganda  arm  in  Cairo,  broadcast: 

“If  the  West  eoatinnes  to  e»> 
courage  the  puppet  state  <Mf  Is¬ 
rael,  the  Ar^  peoples'  and  all 
Afro-Aaiau  peoplM  will  launch  a 
great  campaign  for  the  lliminatiou 
of  this  state  .  .  .  Israel  has  for¬ 
feited  ha  right  to  exist.’* 
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the  metes 

continued 

Cairo  has  announced  a  project  to 
tunnel  Nile  waters  under  the  &iez  Canal 
to  irrigate  part  of  the  Sinai  desert.  As 
put  out  by  the  Egyptian  Gazette,  the 
purpose  is  to  settle  two  million  Arabs 
near  Israel’s  borders. 

A  similar  project  was  under  discus¬ 
sion  in  19SS,  but  the  major  purpose  at 
t^  time  was  to  provide  land  tor  the 
resettlement  of  50,000  Arab  refugees 
who  are  now  in  the  Gaza  strip. 

Washington  was  enthusiastic  about 
the  19SS  project  Nothing  ever  came 
ot  it 

Kastem  Clemency.  Meanwhile,  Wash¬ 
ington  hopefully  believes  that  Kassem 
continues  to  move  away  from  his  Com¬ 
munist  supporters.  Ever  since  the  July 
14,  1958,  anti-Western  coup  in  Bagh¬ 
dad,  Washington  has  watched  to  see 
what  would  happen  to  former  Premier 
FadM  Jamali,  one  of  the  best-known 
Iraqi  diplomats  who  was  both  conspicu¬ 
ously  anti-Nasser  and  anti-Communist 
He  was  sentenced  to  death  following 
the  revolt,  along  with  seven  other  of¬ 
ficiate  who  had  been  associated  with 
Nuri  as-Said. 

On  Mar.  28,  Premier  Kassem 
finally  commuted  their  death  sentences 
in  a  clemency  move  sdiich  came  dur¬ 
ing  bitter  and  bloody  clashes  between 
Communists  and  nationalists  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  Jamali’s  sentence 
was  reduced  to  10  years. 

UAR  President  Nasser’s  reaction  to 
the  mitigation  ot  the  Jamali  sentence 
jarred  Western  diplomats  who  like  to 
think  fiuit  Nasser  has  brdcen  with  his 
Moscow  backers.  Cairo’s  press  has  al¬ 
ways  denounced  Kassem  as  a  Moscow 
agent  and  an  enemy  of  Arab  national¬ 
ism.  But.  ixyw  that  tte  Communists  were 
attacking  Kassem  for  leniency  to  an 
Arab  lutiooalist,  the  Egyptian  press 
drimed  in. 

Al-Akhbar,  Mar.  28,  charged  that 
Kassem  had  “submitt^  to  British 
imperialtem,”  and  Ai-Ahram  said  ’‘Kas¬ 
sem  had  shown  his  true  colors.  His 
system  was  oot  of  solidarity  with  the 
enemies  of  Arab  lutionalism.” 

For  Nasser’s  friends  will  never  for¬ 
give  JamalL  They  remember  the  UN 
dd>ate  on  Lebanon  in  June,  1958,  on 
the  eve  of  Kassem’s  revdt  against  the 
Nuri  Said  pro-Western  regime. 

During  that  debate,  the  most  bitter 
denunciation  of  Nasser  and  his  motives 
came  from  Jamali,  the  Iraqi  delegate. 
In  a  passionate  statement  before  the 
Security  Council,  Jamali  charged  Nas¬ 
ser  with  trying  to  subvert  the  Arab 
world  into  satmtes  of  Egypt  And  he 
claimed  that  no  country  was  free  to 
cooperate  with  the  West  without  being 
subjected  to  vkdent  propaganda  attacks 
from  Egjrpt 

The  speed)  was  regarded  by  UN  ob¬ 
servers  u  his  own  death  sentence,  and 
it  was  almost  carried  out 


American  BulletsT  On  Mar.  21,  Saudi 
Arabians  fired  on  a  converted  American 
PBY  plane  carrying  10  Americans 
from  Egypt  to  JordaiL  They  mistook  it 
for  an  Israel  aircraft  Two  passengers 
were  wounded. 

Saudi  Arabia  has  apdogized  for  the 
error  and  explained  that  a  communique 
had  reported  that  an  Israel  plane  had 
landed  and  Israel  units  were  moving 
into  Saudi  Arabia.  The  Americans  were 
escorted  to  Jidda  for  treatment 

No  More  Roar.  Twenty-two  Lions 
Clubs  in  Arab  cmmtries  have  broken 
off  relations  with  Lions  International 
in  a  protest  against  establishment  of 
a  club  in  Israel.  The  announcement 
came  after  a  two-day  boycott  <A  Lions’ 
intematioiud  president  Clarence  Sturm, 
of  Wausau,  Wis.,  in  Amman,  Jordan. 

High  Praiso.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  L.  A.  Mar¬ 
shall,  retired  officer  and  now  military 
editor  of  the  Detroit  News,  has  com¬ 
mended  Israel’s  army  to  the  Ken- 
tuckiana  Chapter  of  the  Association  d 
the  U.S.  Army  at  Fort  Knox,  Ky.,  on 
Mar.  25,  as  tte  “smallest — but  one  of 
the  most  efficient  in  the  world.”  He  at¬ 
tributed  the  “power  of  the  Israel  armv 
to  the  fact  that  it  takes  pride  in  itself; 
it  has  confidence  in  itself.” 

Now  Ambcuscdor.  Minister  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  Yaacov  Herzog,  who  has 
been  stationed  at  the  Israel  Embassy  in 
Washington  since  1957,  has  been  luuned 
Ambas^or  to  Canada.  He  succeeds 
Arthur  Lourie,  now  Ambassador  to 
Great  Britain. 

Rofugoa  AM.  The  Administration  is 
encountering  difficulties  on  Capitd 
Hill  in  the  House  Committee  on  Ap- 
prr^riations  in  its  request  for  renewed 
appropriations  for  the  U.S.  contributimi 
to  the  UN  fund  for  Arab  refugees. 
Some  members  of  the  Committee  are 
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insisting  that  a  drastic  part  of  our 
contribution  be  composed  of  surplus 
foods. 

Jots  for  II  Al.  Israel’s  national  airline, 
El  AI,  will  buy  two  Boeing  707  jet 
planes  for  overseas  service  replacing 
Brittania  turbo-jets  now  used  in  trans- 
Atlantic  fiighL 

Plot  loilod.  Security  authorities  in 
Amman,  Jordan,  have  exposed  a  plot  to 
assassinate  Prime  Minister  Hazza  Majali 
and  other  officiate.  Jordanians  an¬ 
nounced  the  arrest  of  terrorists  who 
said  they  were  supported  by  pro-Nasser 
Jordan!^  who  to  Syria  in  1957, 
former  Deputy  Foreign  Minister  Abdul¬ 
lah  Rimawi  and  the  ex-chief  of  the 
general  staff,  Gen.  Ali  Muwar. 

Turco4sraal  Port.  Turkey  and  Israel 
have  signed  a  $32  million  trade  agree¬ 
ment,  Mar.  21,  which  will  double  the 
trade  volume  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries.  Israel  will  export  manufactured 
items  and  import  mainly  agricultural 
products. 

Graham  Tour.  Back  in  Washington  to 
report  to  President  Eisenhower  on  his 
75-day  trip,  Evangdist  Billy  Graham 
said  he  had  been  received  by  beads  oi 
states  in  12  countries,  except  President 
Nasser.  His  best  reception  was  in  Is¬ 
rael,  be  said. 

Oilro  Campaigns.  Arab  leaders  met 
in  Cairo  Mar.  31  to  consider  a  proposal 
to  send  missions  to  the  new  countries 
of  Asia  and  Africa  in  an  ^ort  to  per¬ 
suade  them  to  cut  their  growing  eco¬ 
nomic  ties  with  Israel.  (Object  of  ex¬ 
tensive  articles  in  recent  issues  of  Time, 
The  Reporter,  and  The  Economist.) 

The  Economist  wrote  on  Mar.  19: 

“The  Israelis  have  leapt  the  Arab 
land  barrier  nimbly  and  are  working 
patches  in  the  aspiring,  but  under¬ 
developed,  gardens  of  new  i^epend- 
ence  all  the  way  from  Lagos  to  Ran¬ 
goon.  .  .  . 

“Politically,  and  as  a  means  of  coun¬ 
tering  Arab  League  propaganda  and 
pressure  within  the  bloc,  the  scientific, 
educational  and  technological  tutoring 
of  some  Afro-Asian  countries  by  Israel 
is  of  particular  importance.” 
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